
New England Chapter APWA 
Minutes of the Executive Committee Meeting – May 13, 2015 

O’Connor’s Restaurant – Worcester, MA 
 
1. Call to Order/Roll Call – The meeting was called to order by President Merson.  Roll was called. 
Invited guest/Tim Ledogar. 
  
2. Concerns, etc. – Merson asked if anyone had any concerns, questions or comments regarding anything 
attached to the meeting package.  None. 
 
3. Consent Agenda 
 
a. Approval of minutes – April 14, 2015 minutes were reviewed.  Perry mentioned that 5B and 5C were 
the same as last month.  Connors said she must have skipped them and would make the corrections. 
  
b. Treasurer’s Report – Treasurer Connors handed out the account balances covering up to and 
including May 12th, as well as an itemized “tag” list from the Quicken program showing income and 
expenses for all of the current events.  She also mentioned that she had checks totaling $23,568 that were 
not yet deposited. 
 
c. Delegates report – Merson reported that National has been sending out quite a few surveys and he has 
been filling them out.  Veselka responded to the LPA Survey for CT, and Benevento completed a short 
survey as well.  The question was asked if any of the NE states had an LPA Partnering Program.  
Benevento said the Council of Chapters is actually the conduit between National and the Chapters. 
 
d. Board Members Report – No report. 
 
e. Spring Mechanics – Connors reported that the Mechanics Workshop was once again a huge success 
with approximately 114 registrants. 
   
f. NPWWL – Connors said Moylan reached out to Col. Foley of MA State Police and he has agreed to be 
the Keynote Speaker.  He will also bring some of his books with him and do a signing at the end of the 
luncheon.  She said only three of the retired past presidents responded to the luncheon invitation.  She 
reported that the NPWWL Committee met at the Venezia Restaurant, Dorchester and agreed that it would 
be a great place to have the 2016 NPWWL.  It meets all of our needs, and prices seem to be reasonable 
and actually a few dollars less than Lombardo’s.  With the board’s consent, Connors will sign a contract 
for the 2016 NPWWL.  All agreed to go for it!!! 
 
g. Education – Goober reported that some of the speakers for the previous Fall Conference had not been 
notified.  Benevento mentioned he and Goober agreed that letters should be sent in the future notifying 
presenters of their selection.  Goober also mentioned that the 2016 NA Snow Conference should issue a 
separate Call for Presentations.  He would speak to that Committee. 
 
h. Awards – Benevento said plaques for the National Award winners that will be presented at the 
NPWWL were ordered and ready to go.  He reminded everyone that the PACE Award deadline was June 
1st and to get info to Garro.  Merson said he attended the NH Annual PW Meeting and gave Kudos to 
Schoenenberger and the Bath Bridge Project who were National winners.  Perry mentioned that the NH 
Governor had also attended and presented the NPWWL Proclamation.  She then thanked Merson for 
recognizing the State of NH. 
 
i. Scholarships – Westerling reported the Scholarship Committee forwarded three recommendations to 
Merson and was waiting for the thumbs up.  Perry asked which one was the Memorial Scholarship and 
Westerling said it had not yet been decided. 
 



j. Membership – (Garro’s report was forwarded with the EC Board package).  Generating letters this 
week to welcome new members (emailing drafts to Rick Merson and Tim Webb). 
 
k. Sponsors –Yanulis said the Committee had been reaching out to more folks for the NPWWL and the 
sponsors were working with the Summer Conference Group as well. 
 
l. Newsletter – Garro’s report was forwarded with the EC Board package.  Newsletter - Committee 
meeting to be set after Summer Conference to discuss schedule, contents, format, integration with 
website, etc.  Displays - Luncheon booth (all set), New Sponsor Banners (2), Snow & Ice Banners (2)  
(Remind Jennifer and Walt to bring Snow & Ice banners next week.),  Working on sponsor centerpiece 
(8.5 X 11) for Luncheon tables RI Proclamation - I was informed that it will be ready any day.  RIEMA 
Director has conflict and cannot attend Luncheon. 
 
m. Technical Committee Liaison – No report. 
 
n. Summer Conference – Trahan reported that everything was on track and the LHI was almost 
registered to capacity.  Working with Sponsors for Welcome Grille and Vegas Night as well as donations 
for the auction and that some of the committee members will be going to a food tasting at the LHI within 
the next couple of weeks.  
 
o. Congress Dinner - Connors reported that the $700 deposit had been made to the restaurant in Phoenix 
and the time frame for the shuttle buses and band had been changed as suggested to Reynolds at the last 
Fin Com meeting. 
 
p. APWA North American Snow Conference – Veselka reported things are moving forward, “Save the 
Date” cards have been sent and he and Daring were going to CASHO the next day to hand out more of 
the cards.    He mentioned the Committee would be looking for volunteers to man the booth at the 
Phoenix Congress.  (Shirts would be ordered for the volunteers). 
Report was put on hold and Teri Newhouse from National called in to talk about and explain changes 
within National’s protocol regarding solicitation for funds.  She mentioned that Attorney Generals in all 
states were policing the solicitation of public funds for National and Chapter events and making sure they 
are in compliance.  The focus is on NEC because we are hosting the NA Snow Conference. Someone 
asked why this wasn’t an issue in 2010 and Teri responded that it was not on National’s radar at that time.  
The conversation continued, at great length, with questions and answers going back and forth.  It was 
recommended that the Committee appoint a volunteer treasurer.  Teri will get back to the Chapter with 
more information and advice as this new process continues to be implemented. 
 
q. Finance Committee – Perry said the next FinCom Meeting would be held sometime during the 
Summer Conference.  Making good progress, working with Connors to come up with a good reporting 
system (“Report Card”) to be distributed at the EC Board Meetings.  Yanulis said at the last FinCom 
meeting it was suggested to come up with a form to show how much is needed/spent, etc. for each event. 
 
The above consent items were approved on a motion by Riccio/Mulleavey. 
 
4. Action on items removed from the Consent Agenda 
 
A motion was made by Hadley/Goober and approved, to authorize the N.A. Snow Conference host 
Committee to identify someone to serve as the volunteer treasurer. 
 
Ledogar was at the meeting to advocate for funds for the New England Chapter’s Roadeo winners to 
attend the APWA National Snow and Ice Conference held in CO.   He explained the significance for 
sending them and a discussion ensued regarding cost, etc.   A motion was made by Riccio/Mattscheck and 
approved for financial support for the NEC to send the two first place Chapter Roadeo winners to the 
APWA Western Snow & Ice Conference at a cost not to exceed $2500.  Perry asked how the Chapter 
would pay for it and Merson said out of the general budget.  It was then discussed as to whether the 



participants had to be New England Chapter members or not.  After further discussion, an amended 
motion was made by Mulleavey/Riccio and approved, that the director or commissioner of the roadeo 
participants needed to be a member of the New England Chapter. 
 
 
5. Other Business and Correspondence 
 
 a. Professional Development – Perry reported the Self-Assessment Workshop for Friday, May 
15, had approximately 42 registrants.  She wanted to thank Sheltra who had located the venue and taken 
care of the lunch and a.m. refreshments.  President Merson said he was planning on attending and looking 
forward to it. 
 
 b. PWAC – Piacentini reported this year’s pre-luncheon session “Emergency Management Has 
No Boundaries”, is good to go and Moylan will be the moderator as well as the emcee for the luncheon.  
Hadley will prepare some draft questions for the moderator to ask the panelists and Barber will be taking 
the photos.  She reminded everyone to bring their NPWWL Proclamations to the Luncheon.  Candy bars 
have been ordered for distribution at the NPWWL with the Chapter logo, N.A Snow Conference “save the 
date” and the Chapter web page printed on the label.  Benevento was still trying to get someone from CT 
for the panel.  As always the web page is continually being upgraded, going through new changes and 
adjustments.  The next meeting is schedule for the first week in June. 
 
 c. YP’s –YPs had a great event at the Harpoon Brewery in Boston with approximately 60 in 
attendance.  One small expense not voted on by EC Board was the purchase of pizza for the registrants.  
This was sanctioned by Merson and Stinson who had attended the event. 
   
 d. Engagement of current/potential NEAPWA Members – no report 
 
6. Other Business & Correspondence 
  
The question regarding the availability for the July/August EC Board Meeting at the Bombara Pavilion 
was put forth.  Several dates were given and it was decided that the Meeting would be held on July 16th if 
Bombara could change his previous commitment.   
 
7. Future Meetings and Agenda Items 
 
  June 12, 2015 - Lighthouse Inn – Dennis, MA 
 July 16th – Bombara Pavilion (tentative) 
 September 2 – Phoenix, AZ 
 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned on a motion by Riccio/Mulleavey. 
 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Jaqui Connors 
Secretary/Treasurer 
 

 


